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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


GREASBROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  my  duty,  I now  present  you 
my  Annual  Report  for  your  District  for  the  Year  1895. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Report,  viz.,  the  Birth  Rate,  Death 
Rate,  Infant  Mortality,  and  freedom  from  fatal  results  of 
Zymotic  Disease  are  matters  for  congratulation,  but  the 
continued  existence  of  Scarlet  and  Enteric  Fevers  amongst  us 
emphasize  the  fact  that  there  is  still  a large  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  by  the  Sanitary  Staff,  which  can  be  strengthened 
very  much  by  your  Council. 


Table  I.— BIRTHS. 


MALE. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

49 

52 

101 

One  Hundred  and  One  were  registered  in  the  year,  of 
which  49  were  Males  and  51  Females. 

The  Birth  Rate,  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  to 
the  middle  of  the  year  1895,  is  31  per  1000. 
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Table  II.— DEATHS. 


MALE. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

18 

16 

34 

As  yon  will  see  by  the  above  Table,  18  Males  and  16 
Females  died  during  the  year,  giving  a total  of  31  deaths. 
Three  of  the  number  were  Suicides,  and  if  these  were  not 
included  in  the  Table,  the  Death  Hate  would,  of  course,  be 
much  lower ; as  it  is,  it  is  the  lowest  Death  Bate  I can 
remember  ever  having  recorded  during  the  period  I have  been 
your  Medical  Officer.  On  the  estimated  population  to  the 
middle  of  1895,  the  Death  Rate  is  10-4  per  1000. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — This  is  still  unsatisfactory, 
although  in  looking  over  the  certificates,  I find  that  a great 
majority  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  children  only  a few  days 
old. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  is  a great  improvement 
under  this  heading,  as  only  10  deaths  were  registered  as  of 
persons  under  one  year  of  age.  This,  also,  is  the  lowest  Infant 
Mortality  for  several  years  past.  Dentition  and  Disease  of 
the  Respiratory  Organ  sseem  to  have  been  the  principal  causes 
of  the  deaths. 


Table  III.— DEATHS  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Under 

1 

Year. 

1 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15 

and  under 
25. 

25 

and  under 
65. 

65 

and 

upwards. 

10 

5 

• • » 

3 

10 

6 

5 


These  Tables  compare  very  favourably  with  previous 
years. 

DEATHS  FROM  ORDINARY  DISEASE. 

Heart  Disease. — Four  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Diarrhoea. — Four  young  children  were  certified  as  having 
died  from  this. 

Diseases  of  the  Kespiratory  Organs. — Four  deaths  were 
due  to  the  above. 

DEATH  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

Diphtheria. — Only  one  death  was  registered  as  being  due 
to  Zymotic  Disease,  and  that,  Diphtheria  ; this  is  certainly 
most  extraordinary,  as  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  odd 
cases  of  Measles,  have  been  more  or  less  prevalent  through  the 
whole  year. 

SICKNESS. 

Monthly  Return  of  Notified  Cases  of  Zymotic  Disease. 


Table  IV. 


! 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Diphtheria. 

January  ... 

6 

February... 

2 

March 

1 

April  

3 

May 

4 

... 

1 

J une 

1 

2 

1 July 

1 

... 

• • • 

1 

August 

2 

September.. 

3 

October  ... 

2 

November.. 

2 

1 

December .. 

2 

2 

26 

6 

i 

3 

1 

1 
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Zymotic  Diseases. — 

Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Diphtheria 


26  cases. 


6 

3 

1 


) > 

> > 

>> 


Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Erysipelas ... 
Diphtheria... 


26  cases  in  17  houses. 
6 „ 5 „ 


I regret  that  under  the  head  of  Sickness,  I have  not  such 
a satisfactory  statement  to  make  to  you ; as  you  will  see  by 
the  Tables,  that  under  the  “ Notification  of  Infectious  Disease 
Act,”  I have  received  36  notices  of  Zymotic  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  has  been  more  or  less 
prevalent  in  your  district  during  the  year,  June  and  October 
being  the  only  free  months.  The  disease  has  been  of  a most 
mild  type,  and  that  accounts  probably  for  my  not  receiving 
more  notifications  ; for  I am  sure  there  have  been  many  more 
cases  than  came  to  my  knowledge.  And  here  I would  like  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  the  Law  requires  Parents  as  well  as 
Doctors  to  notify  the  existence  of  Infectious  Disease.  In  all 
cases  the  houses  have  been  fumigated,  and  recommendations 
given  to  attempt  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Six  cases  were  notified  to  me  as 
occuring  in  five  houses  in  widely  different  parts  of  your  district. 
I do  not  think  this  is  an  exceptional  number,  as  five  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  ; a time 
when  Typhoid  frequently  appears  without  any  assignable  cause. 
I had  no  occasion  to  suspect  the  milk  supply  either  in  this 
disease  or  the  Scarlet  Fever. 
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Diphtheria. — This  case  (the  only  fatal  Zymotic  one) 
occurred  in  the  region  of  Scrooby  Street,  where  the  greatest 
number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  notified  from.  As  the 
child  died  soon  after  notification,  I could  not  obtain  any 
Membrane  to  send  for  Bacteriological  examination,  but  should 
any  further  cases  ever  occur,  I shall  ask  your  permission  to 
incur  the  necessary  expense. 

Erysipelas. — Three  cases  were  reported,  and  as  I stated 
in  my  1894  Report,  I see  no  good  in  its  being  included  amongst 
the  Diseases  to  be  notified. 

SANITARY  WORK. 

I have  attended  nearly  every  Committee  Meeting  of  your 
Council  during  the  year,  and  have  made  a great  number  of 
visits  both  regular  and  systematic  to  each  part  of  the  District. 
There  has  been  no  occasion  to  take  any  legal  proceedings 
during  the  year. 

The  Slaughter  House  is  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

The  Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds  have  been  inspected,  and 
found  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  carried  on  in  the  District, 
neither  are  there  any  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Bake  Houses, 
or  Workshops.  The  few  Canal  Boats  are  inspected,  I believe, 
by  the  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

(1)  Water  Supply. 

(2)  Isolation  Hospital. 

(3)  Ventilation  of  House  Drainage. 

(4)  Keeping  Animals  so  as  to  be  a Nuisance. 

(5)  Scavenging. 
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Water  Supply. — Why  the  Local  Government  Board 
withholds  its  sanction  for  your  getting  the  very  necessary  supply 
of  water,  is  a mystery.  The  adjoining  Districts  of  Rawmarsh 
and  Parkgate  are  well  supplied  with  water  from  Rotherham 
(the  source  you  intend  getting  yours  from),  and  I do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  disease  attributable  to  the  water  existing  in 
these  localities.  It  is  nothing  short  of  a scandal  that  the 
people  should  be  left  without  that  great  necessary  of  life. 

Isolation  Hospital. — I must  congratulate  the  Council  on 
having  at  last  taken  the  initial  steps  towards  providing  this 
very  necessary  help  and  assistance  for  the  prevention  of 
epidemic  disease,  and  I trust  it  will  soon  be  an  accomplished 
fact. 


Ventilation. — In  all  New  Houses  or  Blocks  of  Houses, 
the  principal  drain  ought  to  be  well  ventilated  with  a good 
upcast  shaft,  carried  well  above  the  eaves. 

Keeping  Swine. — I should  like  the  inhabitants  to  know 
that  the  indiscriminate  keeping  of  pigs  in  styes  which  are  not 
flagged,  drained,  or  channelled  must,  in  the  interest  of  public 
health,  be  prohibited.  I have  no  objection  to  the  animals, 
providing  the  styes  are  constructed  on  sound  sanitary  principles, 
and  a good  distance  away  from  dwellings,  but  the  continual 
soaking  into  the  soil  of  animal  excreta  must  be  detrimental  to 
health,  and  must  be  stopped. 

Yards. — All  Back-Yards  should  be  asphalted  or  flagged, 
with  a good  trapped  gully  or  drain. 

Scavenging. — The  Privy  Midden  Closet  System,  at  the 
best,  is  an  abomination,  and  I should  like  to  draw  the  Council’s 
attention  to  the  advisability  of  having  some  regular,  systematic' 
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emptying  of  all  these  places ; as  I find  that  in  many  cases  the 
surrounding  soil  is  simply  saturated  with  liquid,  which  con- 
stitutes a grave  danger.  The  close  proximity  of  these  privy 
middens  to  dwelling  houses  also  is  an  element  of  danger  to 
public  health. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  under  : — 

208  visits  to  different  parts  of  the  district. 

49  Nuisances  reported. 

38  remedied. 

606  loads  of  Nightsoil  removed. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JNO.  F.  CHEESE  WRIGHT. 


